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Timespan presents White Ground, Black Water

A new exhibition exploring Scotland's connections
to the Caribbean and the legacies of Empire

Exhibition: White Ground, Black Water
Dates: 2 August 2026 — 1 March 2027
Opening: Saturday 1 August 2026, Spm-late
Venue: Timespan, Helmsdale

Timespan is pleased to present White Ground, Black Water, a new exhibition
curated by Dr Cat Dunn that explores Scotland’s role in Empire and its deep-
rooted, often overlooked entanglements with the Caribbean. This exhibition is not
about closing a chapter, but to explore the ways colonial histories continue to
shape their afterlives in contemporary Highlands.

Featuring work by Dr. Alberta Whittle, Graham Fagen, Matthew Arthur Williams
and Tilda Williams-Kelly, with creative writing by Harvey Dimond, the exhibition
brings together video, performance, installation, photography, sculpture and
writing in an exhibition weaving together heritage research about Scottish
historical sites and contemporary art.



White Ground, Black Water features work by internationally recognised artists
including Graham Fagen, who represented Scotland at the 56th Venice Biennale,
and Turner Prize nominee Dr Alberta Whittle, whose practice has become
internationally celebrated for its exploration of colonial histories, care and
resistance. Together with Matthew Arthur Williams, Tilda Williams-Kelly and Harvey
Dimond, the exhibition offers an expansive artistic response to questions of
historical memory and repair. Grounded by extensive historical and land research
carried out by Dr. Dunn, the exhibition maps specific geographical legacies of
different areas of the highlands guiding visitors through a journey linking past and
present, Scotland and the Caribbeans.

Opening on August 2" 2026, the exhibition is the culmination of a year-long
programme of research, conversations and community engagement les by Dr Dunn.
The exhibition explores the complex legacies of displacement, racial capitalism
and historical erasure that continue to shape the Highlands today. It considers how
Scotland’s participation in the transatlantic slave economy, plantation economies
and the administration of Caribbean colonies has been marginalised within
mainstream historical discourse.

Wealth generated through enslavement, sugar plantations and colonial enterprise
returned to Scotland, shaping estates, land ownership, civic institutions, universities
and cultural life. White Ground, Black Water asks what becomes possible when
these histories are brought into public conversation.

The exhibition explores how expanded historical understanding might reshape the
way we think about land, belonging, identity and care today. It opens
conversations about inheritance, responsibility, historical memory and repair,
making space for more people to see themselves, and each other, within the story.

The exhibition follows Timespan's Decolonising the Highlands public programme
exploring decolonial practice in the Highlands, developed collaboratively with
curator Dr Cat Dunn through screenings, workshops and community conversations.

“Decolonising the Highlands is both a reckoning and an invitation. It asks us to
confront inherited myths and to imagine cultural futures that are honest, plural, and
unafraid. The programme is about expanding visibility and agency, opening space
for voices historically excluded from the Scottish cultural record, and building
pathways for more equitable storytelling.”

- Dr. Cat Dunn



The exhibition opens to the public on Sunday 2 August 2026, following a public
launch on Saturday 1 August from 5pm until late, with music from Junglehussi.
Everyone is welcome.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Dr Cat Dunn is a curator and researcher whose practice explores re-indigenisation
as a methodology for rethinking curatorial practice. Her work examines migration,
memory, identity and Black diasporic experience, creating exhibitions that
foreground cultural reclamation, belonging and decolonial approaches to history.
White Ground, Black Water is part of her ongoing research into Scotland's colonial
histories and their enduring legacies in the Caribbean and the Highlands.

Graham Fagen is a Scottish artist based in Glasgow whose multidisciplinary practice
explores history, identity and Scotland's relationship to the transatlantic slave trade.
He represented Scotland at the 56th Venice Biennale in 2015 and has exhibited
internationally, including at Tate Britain, the Victoria & Albert Museum and the
National Galleries of Scotland. He is Professor of Fine Art at Duncan of Jordanstone
College of Art & Design, University of Dundee.

Dr Alberta Whittle is a Barbadian-Scottish artist, researcher and curator whose work
explores anti-colonial histories, care, belonging and Black subjectivity across film,
sculpture, installation and performance. She represented Scotland and Venice at the
59th Venice Biennale in 2022 and has exhibited internationally, including at IMMA
Dublin, ICA Philadelphia, ICA Los Angeles and Tate Britain. She lives and works in
Glasgow.

Matthew Arthur Williams is a London-born, Glasgow-based artist whose
multidisciplinary practice spans photography, moving image, sound and installation.
His work explores memory, race, queerness and belonging, challenging historical
erasure through collaboration, portraiture and archival research. Williams has
exhibited at Dundee Contemporary Arts, Gallery of Modern Art Glasgow and
Edinburgh Art Festival, and is Lecturer in Fine Art Photography at the Glasgow
School of Art

Tilda Williams-Kelly is a Scottish painter and visual artist based in Stirling whose
practice explores figure, landscape and environment through oil and mixed-media
painting. Combining traditional painting techniques with abstraction, drawing and
writing, her work examines observation, intimacy and our relationship with the
natural world. She is a recipient of the Graham Laing Award for Excellence in
Painting and Sculpture and was a Hospitalfield Graduate Resident (2023-24).



Harvey Dimond is a British-Barbadian writer, researcher and artist based in Bristol.
Their practice meanders between visual materials, public workshops, research and
writing. They have an MA in African Literature from Wits University (South Africa)
and a BA in Fine Art from Glasgow School of Art (UK).

Timespan is a museum and cultural institution in Helmsdale (North East Highlands)
dedicated to using culture as a catalyst for political, social, cultural, and
environmental change at both local and global levels. Timespan’s holistic approach
integrates a local history museum, contemporary art gallery, archive, geology and
herb gardens, shop, and café, with the ambition of fostering a more equitable,
inclusive, diverse, and sustainable future.

Situated in a region shaped by historic injustices, categorised as rural and remote,
and underserved by cultural services, Timespan serves as a vital cultural hub,
engaging over 20,000 individuals annually and reaching an online audience of
110,000. Timespan’s impact and significance were recognised with a shortlisting for
the Art Fund Museum of the Year Award in 2021. While rooted in the local,
Timespan addresses global issues through a holistic approach spanning arts,
heritage, digital technologies, education, wellbeing and community building.
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