




Intro

Molecular Intimacies is a field and performance symposium associated with knowbotiq’s project thulu thu thu, be-
fore the sun harms you, to critically engage and participate in the contaminated landscapes of the Scottish Highlands 
and the cultural, technological, political and social apparatus which govern them.  The Highland lands are unearthly 
territories to imagine and speculate on future extinction and the limits of the planet, where the ghosts of the white 
Anthropocene  – land grabs, dispossession, forced migration, corporate extraction, environmental poisoning – are 
preserved in deep time and rendered inhuman materialities of the earth.

Bringing together researchers, artists, performers, scientists and historians, the symposium will approach specific 
local energy zones – the carbon sequestration peatland blanket bog; the irradiated decommissioned nuclear plant 
and the future site of the first UK spaceport –  to consider scales and depths of time, natural and artificial mutations, 
residues of colonial histories, imperceptible biodata, technological machinations and traumatic cultural memories, 
which are inscribed in the land that people, and other beings and sentients, are embedded in and composed of.  

A collective will operate the undefined raffia, at the various energy zones, as a mode of enquiry to penetrate and par-
ticipate in the current ecological condition. The collective movement will be led by various incantations, a fractured 
series of sounds, songs, readings and technocosmologies which respond to the politics of the Anthropocene.
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Intro

Molecular Intimacies is a field and performance symposium associated with know-
botiq’s project thulu thu thu, before the sun harms you, to critically engage and 
participate in the contaminated landscapes of the Scottish Highlands and the cultur-
al, technological, political and social apparatus which govern them.  The Highland 
landscapes are unearthly territories to imagine and speculate on future extinction and 
the limits of the planet, where the ghosts of the white Anthropocene  – land grabs, 
dispossession, forced migration, corporate extraction and environmental poisoning – 
are preserved in deep time and rendered inhuman materialities of the earth.

Bringing together researchers, artists, performers, scientists and historians, the 
symposium will approach specific local energy zones – the carbon sequestration peat-
land blanket bog; the irradiated decommissioned nuclear plant and the future site of 
the first UK spaceport –  to consider scales and depths of time, natural and artificial 
mutations, residues of colonial histories, imperceptible biodata, technological machi-
nations and traumatic cultural memories, which are inscribed in the land that people, 
and other beings and sentients, are embedded in and composed of.  

A collective will operate the undefined raffia at the various energy zones, as a mode 
of enquiry to penetrate and participate in the current ecological condition. The col-
lective movement will be led by various incantations, a fractured series of sounds, 
songs, readings and technocosmologies which respond to the politics of the 

Anthropocene.

Helmsdale

Timespan is in Helmsdale, a village in the far North East of the Scottish Highlands, 
which is branded by the Highland Clearances and Barbara Cartland. During the C18th 
and C19th Highland Clearances, feudal landlords enriched from their profits from 
colonial plantations, forced crofters off their land to move to newly built fishing 
villages or emigrate to the colonies in Guyana, Jamaica, India and Canada. Large 
moorland areas were drained, afforested and converted into sheep grazing and deer 
stalking territories.
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Friday 31st January

18:00 Raffia and Caribbean Textiles History: Rose Sinclair 

The Caribbean islands are renowned for their woven baskets, and bags and utensils 
they can be found all over the islands, they present us with a material history of 
craft and making. For many people that travel, cloth is the thing that they bring with 
them, they wear it, store it, save it, memorise the past with it. Migrating from the 
islands, many from the diaspora carried their past lives in the woven baskets, which 
tell other stories of communal making and skills, with some being decorated with 
sewing stitches such as French knots and satin stitch. This presentation discusses the 
traces of travelling that grasses such as raffia reveal of making and crafting and the 
preservation of rural tradition or the communal making and retention of the beauty of 
the everyday object.

Rose Sinclair is a researcher and educator, with particular interest in the textiles 
history of Caribbean women in the UK. Rose has studied the Dorcas Clubs and the 
Windrush generation through oral and life stories to research how the textiles created 
by these networks embody both material culture and diasporic tales.

18:45 A Shoal of Lovers Leads Me Home: Ama Josephine Budge

Speculative writer, artist and pleasure activist Ama Josephine Budge presents her 
speculative fabulation ‘A Shoal of Lovers Leads Me Home’. Exploring the legacies of 
climate colonialism and the potentialities of Black queer life in the face of climate 
changed futures.

Ama Josephine Budge is a Speculative Writer, Artist, Curator and Pleasure Activ-
ist whose work navigates intimate explorations of race, art, ecology and feminism, 
working to activate movements that catalyse human rights, environmental evolutions 
and troublesomely queered identities. Ama is a Guest Curator with Theatre Deli and 
a PhD candidate in Psychosocial Studies with Dr Gail Lewis at Birkbeck. Her research 
takes a queer, decolonial approach to challenging climate colonialism in Sub-Saharan 
Africa with a particular focus on inherently environmentalist pleasure practices in 
Ghana and Kenya.

 19:30 End of the World Pop-Up Restaurant: Andrew Black

Andrew Black is an artist, organiser and cook, whose work subjectively presents 
queer narratives, exploring personal and collective relationships to work, nature, 
institutions and the state, and thinks around provinciality and local ways of being.
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20:30 Moroccan Pop-Up Restaurant: Sanaa McLeod

Sanaa McLeod, originally from Morocco, lives in Lairg village with her husband and 
their two daughters. She enjoys cooking recipes from different parts of the world, 
although North-African cuisine remains her firm favourite. Along with cookery work-
shops, Sanaa works as a library assistant in Lairg. Most of all, if you ask what Sanaa 
enjoys best, she will say meeting people and sharing recipes and new ideas over a pot 
of tagine.

22:00 Small Inheritances: Belinda Zhawi

Small Inheritances reflects the dialogue between two cultures and geographies, on 
mistakes often made and the push and pull of ancestry and migration.

Belinda Zhawi is a Zimbabwean born writer & educator currently based in London. 
Her work explores Afro-diasporic research & narratives; the impact of colonialism 
across Africa; the immigrant experience in Britain and how art & education can be 
used as intersectional tools. She was the 2016/17 Institute of Contemporary Arts 
Associate Poet & is co-founder of, literary arts platform, BORN::FREE. Belinda is the 
author of Small Inheritances (ignitionpress, 2018).
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Lockheed Martin and The Military Industrial Complex: Stefan Schmid 
(CAAT)

Lockheed Martin is the largest American arms manufacturer and heavily invested in 
the lucrative business of war, playing a major role in setting American foreign policy, 
and are arguably the world’s most powerful agent in setting war agendas.

 “Over the last decade, Lockheed, the nation’s largest military contractor, has built a 
formidable information-technology empire that now stretches from the Pentagon to 
the Post Office. It sorts your mail and totals your taxes. It cuts Social Security checks 
and counts the United States census. It runs space flights and monitors air traffic. To 
make all that happen, Lockheed writes more computer code than Microsoft” 

Men who have worked, lobbied and lawyered for Lockheed hold the posts of secretary 
of the Navy, secretary of transportation, director of the national nuclear weapons 
complex, and director of the national spy satellite agency.”

Tim Weiner. New York Times

Campaign Against Arms Trade (CAAT) is a UK-based organisation working to end 
the international arms trade. CAAT considers that security needs to be seen in much 
broader terms that are not dominated by military and arms company interests. A 
wider security policy would have the opportunity to reallocate resources according to 
actual threats and benefits, including addressing major causes of insecurity such as 
inequality and climate change. In seeking to end the arms trade, CAAT’s priorities are 
to stop the procurement or export of arms where they might:
exacerbate conflict, support aggression, or increase tension; support an oppressive 
regime or undermine democracy; threaten social welfare through the level of military 
spending, to end all government political and financial support for arms exports and 
to promote progressive demilitarisation within arms-producing countries.

Energy Zone: Space Port Site

Meaning “the peat moss”, A’ Mhòine is a fragile habitat of blanket bog it is an SSSI, 
SAC, SPA and RAMSAR*. In 2018, an application was made by HIE (Highland & Is-
land Enterprise) to the Highland Council to build a space port, launch pad and anten-
na farms on the Melness Crofters Estate within A’ Mhòine peninsular. Stated in the 
HIE ‘Preparing for Launch’ document, two of the proposed service providers: Lock-
heed Martin and Orbex will receive some £23.5 million and £5.5million from the UK 
Space Agency to ‘develop activities in Sutherland’. The ambition is for it to position 
the UK as a ‘leading commercial space nation’

*SSSI=Site of Special Scientific Interest  SAC= Special Area of Conservation  SPA= 
Special Protection Area  RAMSAR= a wetland conservation
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Saturday 1st February

Energy Zone: Flow Country

The largest peatland blanket bog in Europe is intensively protected as an important 
carbon sink in the fight against climate change. Large parts of the landscape are cur-
rently being “re- and denaturalized”, molecularly “repaired”, “restored” and “con-
served”. An ostensibly natural territory, it is composed from a subterranean molecu-
lar system which circulates decay and energy across geological epochs.

Carbon Politics: Ariadne Collins and Roxane Andersen

The discussion will reflect on Ariadne’s research on how the colonial histories of 
Guyana and Suriname impact and relate to modern forest use practices and environ-
mental governance policies, and relate this to the restoration of the peatland bogs, 
and wider ideologies of national and international carbon targets 

Yolanda Ariadne Collins researches climate change governance and politics and 
adopts post-structural approaches to interrogating the intersection of power, de-
velopment and neoliberalism in global efforts to conserve tropical rainforests. Her 
doctoral research focused on the implementation of the Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD+) initiative in Guyana and Suriname.

Roxane Andersen is a Research Fellow based at the Environmental Research Insti-
tute, part of the University of the Highlands and Islands, where she leads the ‘Car-
bon, Water and Climate’ theme. Her applied research focuses on evaluating above-
and-below ground communities and biochemical processes in disturbed, natural and 
restored systems, with a focus on northern peatlands.
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Second Site Sensory Movement Workshop and Collective Performance: 
Ashanti Harris

This workshop begins with the body as a repository of incorporated histories and a 
receptive site of knowledge. Drawing from a wide constellation of practices, propo-
sitions, exercises, perspectives and people, we will explore how we can physically, 
collectively and individually be in movement, re-defining our relationship to space, 
our environment and each other. 

This workshop is suitable for all ages and welcomes all forms and expressions of iden-
tity and experiences, we will begin together from wherever we all are. 

Ashanti Harris is a visual artist, teacher and researcher, working with dance, perfor-
mance and installation. Ashanti’s work focuses on themes of mobilities – the move-
ment of people, ideas and things as well as the broader social implications of these 
movements, specifically in relation to the diaspora of West Africa and The Caribbean.

Energy Zone: Dounreay

Dounreay is used by United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority and the Ministry of 
Defence. The nuclear power establishment was built on the site of a World War II 
airfield in 1955 to support the UK government’s policy to develop fast breeder reactor 
(FBR) technology. Dounreay operated 5 nuclear reactors to test the performance of 
materials under intense neutron irradiation, and exported power to the national grid 
from 1962 until it was decommissioned in 1977. Since the reactors have been shut 
down, care and maintenance of old plant and decommissioning activities have meant 
that Dounreay has still retained a large workforce. Tens of thousands of fragments of 
radioactive fuel escaped the plant between 1963 and 1984, resulting in fishing being 
banned within 2 km of the plant since 1997.
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Soil Politics: João Prates Ruivo

“Soil Politics investigates the ways in which the physical and chemical properties of 
soils were assembled and reconfigured during the anti-colonial struggles in Angola 
and Guinea-Bissau, as a means to extend colonial rule as well as deter political tran-
sitions towards national independence in these territories. In this context, colonial 
modes of governance intersected with the technoscientific management of soils to 
define fertility as a juridical category, which enabled the expropriation of land from 
colonised peoples, and also as a weapon to be used actively in the displacement of 
populations. 

A critical abstraction in this process takes place when a portion of soil is removed 
from the land and is appropriated by the scientific protocols of pedology. In this act 
of extraction, soils transition from natural matter into a scientific artefact, a thing 
“made according to exacting standards.” The soil sample, a central figure for the 
workings of soil science, mediates the conversion of soils from a natural entity into a 
techno-scientific assemblage, a medium, which carries traces of geopolitical transfor-
mations as well as a technology at the service of these processes. Sampling enables 
the remote analysis and evaluation of natural resources; a faculty which under 
colonisation was put at the service of operations of appropriation and extraction of 
resources. In my practice, I seek to reverse this operation, by exploring the multiple 
potentials that arise from examining the inscriptions of war and resistance from the 
situated vantage point of the soil sample.

As a continuous spatial and temporal medium, I argue that soil’s properties not only 
“materially-persist” in the present, but also have the capacity to reorganise contem-
porary events. Thus in our field lecture, I would like to explore how the materiality of 
a soil sample can reorganise our common perceptions of soil.” 

João Prates Ruivo is an architect whose research focuses on the technical transfor-
mations of soils after the Second World War. His PhD research project ‘Soil Politics’, 
at the Centre for Research Architecture, Goldsmiths, investigates the role of scien-
tific soil surveys in the anti-colonial struggles in Angola and Guinea-Bissau, and the 
relation between counterinsurgency tactics and present-day land-grab disputes.


