












 Dr. Maya Angelou (1928-2014) was a poet, writer, performer, civil rights advocate, and professor whose words 
and deeds have made a lasting impression on American soceity.

 Dr. Maya Angelou experienced a challenging early childhood, faced with her parents’ 
separation and the ever-present cloud of racism. Yet, fortified by the nurturing support of her 

grandmother, mother, and brother, Angelou thrived. 
 For much of their early childhood years, Angelou and her older brother lived with their 

paternal grandmother in Stamps, Arkanas, where race relations had little imporved since the Civil War. Against this 
turbulent backdrop, the children were raised in a proud industrious family, led by their grandmother and steeped in the 

world of literature: Paul Laurence Dunbar, Langston Hughes, W.E.B Du Bois & Shakespeare. 
 Following a traumatic assault at age seven, Angelou stopped speaking for five years. Later, she said of that time, 

“I stopped talking, but I could hear... when I decided to speak again, I had a lot to say.” 
 Thankfully, Angelou never chose silence over action again. After bearing a son at age sixteen, Angelou worked 

tirelessly to support her family. She worked as a cook, waitress, singer, actress and dancer, wisely choosing musical 
genres where she would be most noticed- such as calypso, then a popular musical trend. 

 From 1959 to 1960, Dr. Angelou served as the Northern Coordinator of Martin Luther King Jr.s’ Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. As activism spread worldwide, she traveled to Europe, the Middle East, and Africa 

where, in Ghana, she became the first female editor of an English-language newsweekly and later a professor at the 
University of Ghana. She returned to the United States in the later 1960s and as a civil rights activist, Angelou worked 

for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X.
 Her advice, not only to writers but also to everyone: to read everything possible. Life, she feels, is one’s sole 

possesion, and it certainly never frightened Maya Angelou.*

*Text taken from the text ‘Life Doesn’t Frighten Me’ Author:  Maya Angelou, Illustrator: Jean-Michel Basquiat
Editor: Sara Jane Boyers 














