
GATHERING 
MAPPING 
FORAGING 



In this weeks activity we are going to be thinking about 
maps and how they have been used to desribe our world 
and the ways that we can use gathering and foraging to 
re-imagine how we map the places that matter to us most. 



The map above is probably a map that you are familiar with as it is used 
often to desribe the world. However do you think that this map accurate in 
describing the world? What counrties are at the centre of the map?

“The orientation of a map, its projection, the presence of political borders, 
which features are included or excluded, and the language used to label 
a map are all subject to the map-maker’s bias.” (Decolonial Atlas)

 Therefore some maps will make certain countires larger than they actu-
ally are, often to make them look more powerful. On the following pages, 
there are lots of different kinds of maps to compare and contrast! 



How is this map different from the 
one on the previous page?

 Which places are in the centre? 



Which places look 
bigger and which 
look smaller? 



This map has been created by the Decolonial Atlas. Mapped here are some 
of the many names for our planet. 250 languages are represented in all. 
The map itself is Pacific-Centered (150°E) and South-Up.

In English, we have named this world: earth, meaning ground, soil and 
land, but across languages, cultures and particularly beyond borders, there 
are multiple names for the planet we live in, together. As written by the 
Decolonial Atlas:



“Many languages, however, have separate words for earth and Earth. Of-
ten, the planet bears a maternal name, as in Nabgwana meaning mother of 
abundance in Kuna, or Nahasdzáán meaning our mother in Navajo, and in 
many other cultures that feature Father Sky and Mother Earth deities.” (The 
Decolonial Atlas) 



Using the space below, make a wee mindmap of all 
the similarities and 

differences between the 3 maps shown before. Think 
about where places are, how big/ small they are, 
where borders between countries do/ do not lie 

and which way up the maps are. Do you think that 
the people that live in these places would draw a 

map of the world the same?



For today’s main activity we are going to use map-
ping, foraging and gathering to create drawings 
and 3D maps of the places in which you live. 

The first activity is to make a map of the place 
in which you live, but rename everything based on 
memories that you have of that place. For example, 
the sea might become a mermaid shore because 
of the mermaid purses you have found there, the 
washing line might become the giant rain catcher, 
or the river might become a lemondae lake! Use 
the next two pages to draw your map! 







The next part of the activity is to create a 3D 
version of the map you have drawn up. You could 
collect small shells from the beach, flowers, 
grasses, wood, stones, seaweed or seaglass! 
Transform the objects you collect, whether that 
be from shells that become tiny ponds, stones 
that become mountains or washed up wood that 
becomes an obstacle course. Let your 
imagination guide you to create your own 3D 
map of the place where you live! On the 
following pages there are examples of the 
different things that you could collect and 
different compositions that you could create! 
We would love to see any photos of the things 
that you could create! Send in to 
youth@timespan.org.uk






